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Saadia M. Pekkanen  
University of Washington, Box 353650, Seattle, WA 98195-3650 

Tel: (206) 543-6148; Fax: (206) 685-0668; Email: smp1@uw.edu;  
Website: https://saadiapekkanen.com/ 

 
                    
POSITIONS  

Job and Gertrud Tamaki Endowed Professor, 2004-Present (2009, full professor) 
Adjunct Professor, Political Science; and Adjunct Professor, School of Law, 2009-Present. 
Founding Director, Space Law, Data and Policy Program (SPACE LDP), 2021-Present. 
Founding Director, Qualitative Multi-Method Program (UW-QUAL), 2015-Present. 
Assistant Professor, Middlebury College, 1998-2003. 
Postdoctoral Fellow (1996), Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies, 1995-1997. 

 
EDUCATION   

Yale Law School, Master of Studies in Law, 2004. 
Harvard University, Ph.D. in Political Science, 1996.  
Columbia University, Master of International Affairs, 1988.  
Richmond University, B.A. (Honors), Economics and Computer Science, 1986.    

 
SELECT PUBLICATIONS  
Books, Special Issues 

The Oxford Handbook of Space Security. Co-editor, with P.J. Blount (forthcoming, Oxford 
University Press 2023).  

Space Diplomacy: The Final Frontier of Theory and Practice, edited by Mai’a K. Davis Cross 
and Saadia M. Pekkanen, Special Issue, The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, Vol. 18, Issue 
2-3 (2023).  

The Oxford Handbook of Japanese Politics. Co-editor with Robert J. Pekkanen. New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press, 2022. 

The New Space Race, edited by Saadia M. Pekkanen, Special Issue, American Journal of 
International Law Unbound, Vol. 113 (2019).  

Asian Designs: Governance in the Contemporary World Order, editor, Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2016. 

The Oxford Handbook of the International Relations of Asia. Co-editor with John Ravenhill 
and Rosemary Foot. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2014. 

In Defense of Japan: From the Market to the Military in Space Policy. Co-author with Paul 
Kallender-Umezu. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2010.  

Japan’s Aggressive Legalism: Law and Foreign Trade Politics Beyond the WTO. Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 2008. 

Japan and China in the World Political Economy. Co-editor with Kellee S. Tsai. London: 
Routledge, 2005.  

Picking Winners? From Technology Catch-up to the Space Race in Japan. Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 2003.  

 
Refereed Journal Articles & Edited Chapters  

“Introduction – Space Diplomacy: The Final Frontier of Theory and Practice,” co-author with 
Mai’a K. Davis Cross, The Hague Journal of Diplomacy, 18 (2-3) May 2023: 193-217. 

“Japan’s Space Diplomacy in a World of Great Power Competition,” The Hague Journal of 
Space Diplomacy 18(2-3) 2023, 282-316. 

“Small Satellites-Big Data: Uncovering the Invisible in Maritime Security,” co-author with 
Setsuko Aoki and John Mittleman, International Security 47(2) 2022: 177-216. 
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“Space and the US-Japan Alliance: Reflections on Japan’s Geopolitical and Geoeconomic 
Strategy,” Japanese Journal of Political Science 24 (1) 2023: 64-79. 

“Neoclassical Realism in Japan’s Space Security,” in The Oxford Handbook of Japanese Politics, 
edited by Robert J. Pekkanen and Saadia M. Pekkanen. New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2022: 763-790. 

“China, Japan, and the Governance of Space: Prospects for Competition and Cooperation,” 
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 21(1) 2021: 37-64. 

“Governing the New Space Race,” American Journal of International Law (AJIL) Unbound Vol. 
113, 1 April 2019: 92-97.  

“Introduction: Agents of Design,” and “Conclusion: The Imperfect Struggles,” in Asian Designs: 
Governance in the Contemporary World Order, edited by Saadia M. Pekkanen. Ithaca, 
NY: Cornell University Press, 2016: 1-31, 225-242.  

“Japan’s Ballistic Missile Defense and ‘Proactive Pacifism’,” in Regional Missile Defense from a 
Global Perspective, edited by Catherine McArdle Kelleher and Peter Dombrowski. 
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2015: 217-237.  

“The Evolution of Foreign Direct Investment in Asia,” co-author with Kellee Tsai in The Oxford 
Handbook of the International Relations of Asia, edited by Saadia M. Pekkanen, John 
Ravenhill, and Rosemary Foot. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2014: 327-347.  

“Trading Gains for Control: International Trade Forums and Japanese Economic Diplomacy.”  
co-author with Mireya Solis and Saori N. Katada. International Studies Quarterly 51(4) 
2007: 945-970. 

 
Other Chapters, Working Papers, & Writings   

“Repositioning the U.S.-Japan Alliance for Space,” Commentary, Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), 22 June 2023. 

“Zooming in on the Promise and Peril of Satellite Imagery,” The Seattle Times, 26 Aug 2022. 
“Developing State Practice for the Governance of Space Resources,” Policy Paper, in Governing 

the Global Commons: Challenges and Opportunities for US-Japan Cooperation, edited 
by Kristi M. Govella (Washington, DC: The German Marshall Fund) December 2022. 

“Japan’s Space Defence Policy Charts its Own Course,” East Asia Forum, 18 January 2021. 
“Cautionary Remarks on the Emerging Bipolarity of Space Alliances: A Japanese Perspective,” 

in The New Space Race: Beyond Global Order, Perry World House, University of 
Pennsylvania, Fall 2021. 

“Japan’s Space Power,” Space Roundtable, Asia Policy, 15(2) April 2020: pp. 27-33.   
“Thank You for Your Service: The Security Implications of Japan’s Counterspace Capabilities,” 

Texas National Security Review, Roundtable, 1 October 2020.  
 
 
SELECT MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 

IEEE Spectrum; Newsweek, NPR, Wired, CNN International; Geekwire Podcast; East Asia 
Forum,  Japan on the Record, BBC Radio 4, New Scientist, BBC World Service - 
Newsday, Politico, KUOW, Nihon Keizai Shinbun (Nikkei), The Times (UK), Ars 
Technica, Axios, Popular Science, The Conversation, Japan SPOTLIGHT, Nikkei Asian 
Review, Geekwire, Nature, SpaceNews, Defense News, The Japan times, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, World Politics Review, CTV News, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes 
(contributor 2015-2018).  

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP  
Elected Member, International Institute of Space Law (IISL); American Political Science 

Association (APSA); International Studies Association (ISA) 


